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A Discourse on the Early History of Pennsylvania; be- 
ing an annual oration delivered before the American 
Philosophical Society, held at Philadelphia, for pro- 
moting useful knowledge; pursuant to their appoint- 
ment, in the Hall of the University of Pennsylvania, 
on Wednesday, ‘the 6th of June, 1821—By Peter S. 
Du Ponceau, LL, D., one of the Vice Presidents of 
the Society. 


Mr. President—Gentlemen: 


Six years have elapsed since a committee was insti- 
tuted in the bosom of this Society, whose labours were 
principally directed to the object of making researches 
into the history and antiquities of America, but more 
particularly of our own state. This committee have not 
been remiss in their exertions; with the aid of several 
of their zealous and patriotic fellow citizens, (whose 
names and services have been gratefully recorded) they 
have succeeded in collecting ample and precious mate- 
rials, which only wait for the hand of the artist to work 
them into shape, It was hoped that the impulse thus 
given would have been caught by some able writer, 
who, availing himself of these rich stores, would have 
combined the scattered facts into a faithful and elegant 
narrative. But our expectations have hitherto been de- 
ceived, and Pennsylvania still wants an historian, 

The crude and imperfect annals collected by Robert 
Proud, although they bear the title of ‘‘History of 
Pennsylvania,” are generally acknowledged to be un- 
deserving of that name. Asa chronicle of the earlier 
times of our commonwealth, this book is valuable, as 
well as for the numerous documents with which it is 
interspersed. It comes down, asa narrative, no later 
than the end of governor Thomas’s administration, in 
1747; beyond that period we find only a few dates of 
some of the most remarkable events; from which we 
must conclude that the author became tired of his task, 
or, perhaps, that he undertook it at too advanced a 
period of his life, and was prevailed upon by his friends 
to publish it in its unfinished state. For Robert Proud 
is well known to have been a man of strong natural 
powers, and not deficient in acquired knowledge; but 
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thentic sources, and his authorities are regularly quot- 
ed. It contains few errors, and those but trifling, and 
such as may be amendedin a translation. This work is 
not encumbered with tedious documents, crowded with 
uninteresting details,or swelled with unnecessary notes, 
The author displays great discernment in his selection 
of facts, and impartiality in his delineation of charac- 
ters, and does not appear to have been swayed by any 
feelings but those which become an historian. 

Your Historical Committee were early sensible of the 
value of this book, and, at their recommendation, a 
learned member of this society* undertook its transla- 
tion, which is now ready for the press. It is to be hop- 
ed that it will soon be published, and that its sale will 
amply reward the publisher. Its size and its merit pe- 
culiarly recommended it to be used as a school book 
throughout this extensive state. 

Still Pennsylvania wants an historian. The book I 
have just noticed+ will always be valuable as an abridg- 
ment of our history; it will also be an excellent guide to 
him who will undertake to write it on a large scale, and 
save him much laborious research, by pointing out the 
sources from whence he is to derive his information on 
each particular event. I do not hesitate to say that it 
will shorten his labour by more than one half; for he 
| will no where else be able to obtain the very important 
aid which this book will afford him. It will, in a short 
'compass,give him a complete view of his whole ground, 

enable him to measure each period of time, and cach 
event in the scale of relative importance; in sho?t, he 
will have a sketch of his work ready prepared to his 
‘hand, with the subdivisions exhibited in their various 

proportions; such, at least, as the author conceived 
‘them to be. ‘Those who have ever attempted the la- 
| bour of historical composition will well understand the 
| value of such helps as these. 
| As you haveshewn me so much indulgence as not to 
| restrict me in the choice of the subject of this anniver- 
| sary discourse, you will not wonder that,as a member of 
| your Historical Committee, zealously devoted to the ob- 
| jects of its institution, I have chosen the topic which is 
| nearest to my heart. IfI had but talents equal to my 


|zeal, neither my advanced age nor the weight of pro- 


the munument which he has left behind him does not | fessional avocations should stand in the way of my am- 
entitle him to the fame of an historian. As a man, he | bition to become the historian of this great and impor- 
was good and benevolent; he was a lover of virtue, and | tant state; but I need not regret my deficiency, while 
his work breathes throughout those sentiments of stern | there are others so eminently qualified for the task, and 
morality and mild philanthropy, which characterized 'to whom the country looks for its execution. I shall 
our early settlers, and are still to be remarked in their have attained the object of my wishes if my weak ef- 
descendants. | forts shall stimulate some one among those men of high- 
A work of much higher pretensions, however, claims | ly gifted minds to this honourable undertaking. 
our attention. Wher I said that Pennsylvania still | Let it not be imagined that the annals of Pennsylva- 
wanted an historian, I was far from intending to depre- | nia are not sufficiently interesting to call forth the ta- 
ciate the labours of our former associate, professor Ebe- | lents of an eloquent historian. It is true that they exhibit 
ling, of Hamburg, whose valuable history deserves to | none of those striking events which the vulgar mass of 
be better known to our fellow citizens. In the smal] | mankind consider as alone worthy of being transmitted 
space of one duodecimo volume, he has condensed the \ to posterity. No ambitious rival warriors occupy the 
whole history of this state from its first settlement to | stage, nor are strong emotions excited by the frequent 
the year 1802. His narrative is well connected through. | ————____. 
out, drawn up in plain and unaffected language, and | * John Eberle, M. D. of this city. 
without sn to literary ornament; yethis style; + This History of Pennsylvania is the sixth volume of 
pleases from that very simplicity. It is close and me- | a larger work of the author, entitled ‘* Geography and 
thodical, and particularly distinguished by great perspi- | History of America,” of which a particular account wil] 


cuity. His facts have been obtained from the most au- ! be given in a note at the end of this discourse. 
Vou. XIL. 29 
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description of scencs of blood, murder,and devastation. | to look upon, an example for them toimitate. But the 
But what country on earth ever presented such a spec- | potentates of the earth did not see, or if they saw, they 
tacle as this fortunate commonwealth held out to view | turned away their eyes from the sight; they did not hear, 
for the space of near one hundred years, realizing all | or if they heard, they sbut their ears against the voice 
that fable ever invented or poetry ever sang of an ima- |; which called out to them from the wilderness, 

ginary golden age. Happy country, whose unparallel- | 
ed innocence already communicates to thy history the 
interest of romance! Should Pennsylvanians hereafter 
degenerate, they will not need like the Greeks, a fabu- 


Discite justitiam moniti, et non temnere Divos. 


The character of William Penn alone sheds a never 
| fading lustre upon our history. No other state in this 
lous Arcadia to relieve the mind from the prospect of | union can boast of such an illustrious founder; none be- 
their crimes and follies, and to redeem their own vices | gan their social career under auspices so honourable to 
by the fancied virtues of their forefathers. Pennsylva- | humanity. Every trait of the life of th»t great man, 
nia once realized what never existed before except in | every fact and anecdote of those golden times will be 
fabled story. Not that her citizens were entirely free | sought for by our descendants with avidity, and will 
from the passions of human nature, for they were men | furnish many an interesting subject for the fancy of the 
and not angels; but it is certain that no country on earth | novelist, and the enthusiasm of the poet. It is, there- 
ever exhibited such a scene of happiness, innocence, | fore, highly important, that while recent tradition and 
and peace, as was witnessed here during the first cen- | numerous authentic but perishable documents, are still 
tury of our social existence. | in our power, we should collect all those valuable ma- 

1 well remember them, those patriarchal times, when | terials,and embody their substance in an historical work 
simple, yet not inelegant manners prevailed every | worthy of being handed down to posterity. Although 


where among us; when rusticity was devoid of rough- | such a work will not be fruitful of great incidents, still 
ness,and polished life diffused its mild radiance around, ! it will exhibit human nature under many a varied as- 
unassuming and unenvied; when society was free from 


pect; great faults will be found associated to great vir- 
the constraint of etiquette and parade; when love was | tues; the reader will, more than once, while he admires 
not crossed by avarice or pride, and friendships were | the latter, be compelled, with regret, to acknowledge, 
unbroken by ambition and intrigue, This was the spec- | as the former strike his view, that no efforts of the hu- 
tacle which Pennsylvania offered even in the midst of | man mind can ever produce absolute perfection in this 
the storms of our revolution, and which she continued sublunary world, and that it is in vain for us to expect 
to exhibit until a sudden influx of riches broke in upon | to be angels on this side of the eternal mansions; and, 
the land, and brought in its train luxury, more baneful | upon the whole, it may, with truth, be asserted that 
than war.* This torrent has been checked in its course; | there will be found in the History of Pennsylvania,much 
we are gradually returning to those moderate habits, 


| to instruct and much to delight. 

which we never should have abandoned. But we are The historian will take a cursory view ofthe various 
too far advanced in population and arts ever to see our vicissitudes that attended the first settlement of the an- 
ancient manners restored in their primitive purity; all | cient colony of Virginia, during a quarter of a century, 
that we can do now is to preserve their memory in the | from the time-when it was taken possession of for the 
historical page,as a subject of pride to our descendants, | English crown by Sir Water Raleigh, in 1594, to the 
and of admiration :o succeeding generations throughout | year 1610, when Lord Delaware, arriving there from 
the world. England, as captain general, found its population re- 

Yet amidst this simplicity, what grand and magnifi- | duced, by a dreadful famine, to the inconsiderable 
cent scenes court the pencil of the historian! His it) number of 60 souls. Yet three years afterwards the 
will be to delineate the majestic features of one of the | colony had so far recovered from that calamity, that her 
greatest legislators that ever appeared among tnankind. | next governor, Dale, sent an expedition to the north- 
Did I say one of the greatest? I hasten to correct my | ward, under Argal, which destroyed the French set- 
error: Witttam Penw stands the first among the law- | tlements in remote Acadia, and compelled the Dutch, 


givers whose names and deeds are recorded in history. | already established at Manhattan island, to submit to 
Shall we compare with him Lycurgus, Solon, Romulus, 


the sovereignty of England. 

those founders of military commonwealths, who organ-| It was on his voyage to Virginia that Lord Delaware 
ized their citizens in dreadful array against the rest of | discovered the great bay and river to which he gave his 
their species, taught them to consider their fellow men | name, and which Hudson, sailing in the Dutch service, 
as barbarians, and themselves as alone worthy to rule | had passed by in the preceding year. The Dutch calf. 
over the earth? What benefit did mankind derive from ed it the South River, by which name it was known for 
their boasted institutions? Interrogate the shades of | more than half a century, to recover afterwards and 
those who fell in the mighty contests between Athens | preserve for ever that of the gallant commander who 
and Lacedemon, between Carthage and Kome, and be- | had saved the first English colony in America from im- 
tween Rome and the rest of the universe. But see our | pending destruction. 

Wm. Penn, with weaponless hands, sitting down peace- | But the Dutch on the Manhattan did not long ac- 
ably with his followers in the midst of savage nations | knowledge the supremacy of the English erown. In 
whose only occupation was shedding the blood of their | the year 1614, they erected Fort Amsterdam, where 
fellow mcn,disarming them by his justice, and teaching | New York now stands, and put themselves in a posture 
them, for the first time, to view a stranzer without dis- | of defence against foreign assailants. ‘Then commenc- 
trust. See them bury their tomaliawks in his presence, 


ed in America the empire of the Dutch nation, flushed 
so deep that man shall never be able to find themagain. | with the pride of her young independence, and of her 
See them under the shade of the thick groves of Coa- | victories over Spain, at that time considered the great- 


quannock extend their bright chain of friendship, and | est powerin Europe. She claimed all the country be- 
solemnly promise to preserve it as long as the sun and | tween the two great rivers which Iludson had discover- 
moon shall endure. See him then with his companions | ed, one of which still retains the name of North river, 
establishing his commonwealth on the sole basis of re- | which he gave to it,and even extended her pretensions 
ligion, morality and universal love, and adopting as the | to the seuth side of the river Connecticut. At the time 
fundamental maxim of his government, the rule handed | the soil of New England was yet untrodden by Euro- 
down to us from heaven, ‘* Glory to God on high, and | pean feet; but a numerous and hardy population was 
on earth peace and good will to all men.” soon to press on the Dutch settlements from the east, 

Here was a spectacle for the potentates of the earth ,and in less than fifty years to put an end to their do- 
minion on this continent.. his was to have been ex- 
pected by those who considered the different spirit in 
which the two nations colonized the country, where the 














* Sevior armis, 
Luxuria incubuit -—Lucan, 
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Dutch sought only trade, while the English sought 


freedom anda home. 
The Dutch and English colonies were now progres- 
sing together, but with unequal steps. What was do- 


ing towards the north is of little interest to our history, | 


it is enough for us to know that for several years the 
former nation did not extend her settlements to the 
Delaware, where she had only a few trading establish- 
ments on the eastern shore of the river, when another 
nation appeared and seated herself on the opposite 
side, then considered a part of the territory of Vir- 
Zinia. 

That nation was Sweden, then governed by the il- 
lustrious daughter of Gustavus Adolphus, aided by the 
counsels of chancellor Oxenstiern, one of the greatest 


ministers that a sovereign was ever blessed with, Their 


genius carried into execution the establishment planned 


while Gustavus was yet on the throne, of a colony on | 


the banks of the Delaware, which was doomed to last 
no longer than the reign of the one and the life of the 
other.* A cession of the British title to that part of 
the country was obtained from the unfortunate Charles; 
but the Dutch claim subsisted in its full force, and after 


nineteen years’ unquiet possession, the Swedes were | 
compelled, in 1655, to submit to the superior force of | 
that nation, which in less than ten years afterwards was | 
to see her own power annihilated by the same means | 


which she had employed against her weaker neighbors, 
The first settlement of the Swedes on the Delaware 


took place in the year 1638, at which period our histo- | 
The descendants «.f those sons of | 
the north make part of our present population, and we | 
trace with pleasure among the names of many of those | 


rv properly begins. 


who shone at that time among the first ranks of society, 
and one of their public edifices still meets our view, and 
strikes our minds with that veneration which never fails 
to be inspired by relics of former times. The historian 
will not pass over that period in silence. By the mu- 
nificence of Mr. Russell, our society is in possession of 
valuable authentic records from the chancery of Stock. 
holm, which throw considerable light on the colonial 
views and policy of Christiana’s government + 

Here two Swedish governors, Printz and Risingh, 


successfully exercised a supreme but short lived author- | 


ity. History will deliaeate their characters, and trace 
the consequences of the timidity of the one, who suffer- 
ed the Dutch to erect a fort on the Swedish territory,t+ 
and the rashness of the other, who unseasonably expel- 
ded them from it, and by this act of force lost the coun- 
try, for ever, to his sovereign. The historian will pay a 
deserved tribute of praise to the mildness of the Swe- 
dish government and people, and above all to their 
strict justice towards the Indian nations, by means of 


which they firmly secured the love and affection of all | 


the surrounding tribes. He will not fail to interest his 
reader by a lively description of the face of the 
country at that time, of the various settlements of the 
Dutch and Swedes on both sides of our river, and point 
out the situation of the numerous forts which their mu- 
tual jealousy erected, and of which, at present, not a 
vestige remains. On Tinicum island rose the fortress of 








* Christiana abdicated the crown of Sweden, and Ox- 
enstiern died, in 1654. 

T Fort Casimir, which was built by the Dutch, in 
1651, on the spot where New Castle now stands. By 
this means they obtained the command of the naviga- 
tion of the Delaware, to counteract which, governor 
Printz caused another fort to be erected below, on the 
east side of the river, which was called Elfsborg, from 
which, however, the Swedes were soon after driven 
away by the mosquitoes. 

In 1654, governor Risingh took fort Casimir by sur- 
prise; but the next year the Dutch came in force and 
took possession of the whole Swedish territory. —Er- 
ELING. 


+ See Reg. Vol. IV, p. 376, 
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| New Gottenburg,the metropolis of the Swedish Ameri- 
'can empire. Here, says their historian Campanius, 
governor Printz built an elegant mansion-house for 
himself and his dependants, with a garden, a pleasure- 
house, and other appurtenances.* There a church 
' was built, and there the principal inhabitants had their 
houses and plantations. What is become of that seat of 
luxury and grandeur? Not a trace of its former glory 
is to be seen, it lies waste and desolate, tenanted only 
by grazing cattle; and near it, where perhaps, formerly 
stood one of those handsome dwellings which the histo- 
rian describes, is an impure lazaretto, the chosen abode 
of pestilence and death. Such are the vicissitudes which 
our young country has already experienced. 

A different scene will soon open to our view. The 
Dutch expel their rivals from this continent, and Nova 
| Suecia again becomes a part of the New Netherlands, 

At New Amstel, now New Castle, is established the 
seat of delegated authority; and Old Upland,f since 
honoured by our first colonial legislature, is made ‘he 
chief place of a judicial district. But this new order of 
things was not to be of long duration. In 1664 the 
English expel the Dutch from all their North American 
territory, with as little ceremony as these had done 
their former neighbors. Three years afterwards, the 
treaty of Breda sanctioned the irregular conquest. 

Now another race of men is about to appear upon 
ithe stage. ‘The names of both Dutch and Swedes are 
| going to be merged into that of Englishmen, which, 
‘after the lapse of a century, is to be changed for anoth- 
er destined to still greater fame 

On the eastern side of the Delaware, Burlington alrea- 
dy appears, but will soon be eclipsed by a rival city, 
which will be the pride and glory of the western world. 

* * . * * 


} 
But I perceive that my subject is carrying me far be- 
yond the object and limits of this discourse. Our histo- 
| ry is so full of interesting scenes that I am at a loss how 
| to choose the few traits that Iam permitted to exhibit 
| to you. —% 
| See you yon gallant ship, sailing with propitious 
| gales up the river Delaware? Her decks are covered 
| with passengers, enjoying the mild temperature of our 
climate, and the serenity of our autumnal sky. They 
‘view with astonishment the novel scenery which strikes 
| their sight; immense forests on each side, half despoiled 
lof their red and yellow leaves, with which the ground 
\is profusely strewed. No noise is heard around them, 
| save that of the deer rustling through the trees, as she 
| flies from the Indian who pursues her with his bow and 
‘arrow. Now and then a strange yell strikes the ear 
| from a distance, which the echoes of the woods rever- 
berate, and forms a strong contrast to the awful still- 
ness of the scene. Observe the plainness of the dress 
| of those venerable pilgrims, and see them lift their eyes 
with silent gratitude to heaven. They are a chosen 
| band of friends who have left the British shores to esta- 
| blish here in peace their philanthropic commonwealth; 
| their ship is called the Welcome, Greenaway commands 
her and, Witt1am PENN is among them. 
| Now they land at New Castle, amidst the acclama- 
tions of the diversified population which inhabit these 
| shores. The English, the Welch, the Dutch, the Ger- 
/mans, the Swedes, all crowd to liail the great man whom 
| they had been expecting for one long year, and whose 
| fame had already preceded him to these distant regions, 
The historian will not omit to describe this pleasing 
scene, and it will be more than once the favorite subject 
of the painter’s pencil. He will choose the instant 
when William Penn has just landed with his principal 
followers, while the others are still on board the vessel, 
or in boats, making for the shore. There you see him 
supported by his friend Pearson. From his manly port 
and the resolution which his countenance displays, you 





* He gave it the name of Printzhoff.—Camranivs. 
{ At present Chester. 
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would take him to be a warrior, if the mild philanthropy Afterwards, indeed!—but I will not anticipate on the 
which beams from his eyes did not reveal his profession, } painful duty of the historian. 

still more than the simplicity of his garb. He whostands| This memorable landing took place on the 24th of 
before him in British regimentals, and whom he shakes | October, 1682, a day of proud and glad remembrance, 
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affectionately by the hand, is his relation Markham, 


whom he had sent in the preceding year to explore the | 


land and prepare the way for the new settlers. Those 
on the right, a numerous band, are your honored ances- 


which we ought to celebrate on every returning anni- 
versary. While our brethren of Massachusetts comme- 
|morate every year, in the dreary time of winter, the 
| landing of their pious ancestors on the barren rock of 


tors, some of whom accompany him on the voyage, and | Plymouth, which their gratitude has consecrated to per- 
others had arrived before, and are now assembled here , petual veneration; shall we suffer the epoch of the ar- 
to greet him. ‘Ihere stands Pemberton, Moore, Yard- | rival of our great founder, and his venereble band of 
ley, Waln, Lloyd, Pusey, Chapman, Wood, Hollings- | followers, to pass away unnoticed? Let us begin this 
worth, Rhoades, Hall, Gibbons, Bonsall, Sellers; Clay- | very year to distinguish ourselves by a similar act of 
poole, whose ancestor, not many years before, ruled the | patriotism, at a time when the season invites, and the 
destinies of the British empire;* West, one of whose | bosom of our mother earth is covered with her choicest 
descendants will charm the world by his magic pencil, | fruits, 

and for whose name and fame rival nations will, in after} From this day the History of Pennsylvania becomes 
ages, contend; and many other worthies whom it would | more particularly your own. If I had not already tres- 
betoo long to enumerate. On the left is a number of | passed too much upon your patience, I would with de- 
Swedes, whom their national dress, light hair, and | light pass in review before you, some more at least of 
northern countenances, sufficiently designate, there | the interesting traits with which this history abounds, 
you see the brothers Swanson,t who own the ground | and which an abler pen than mine, will, I hope, at no 


on which the city of Philadelphia is soon to stand; and 
whose name one of our streets will perpetuate. With 
them are Stille, Bankson,} Kempe, Rambo, Peterson, 
and several others, whose names still live in their de- 
scendants. Theirleader is Lacy Cock,§ whose merit 
entitles him to a seat in the first council of the new 
commonwealth. Observe how he extends his hands; 
promising, in the name of his countrymen, to love,serve, 
and obey their reverend proprietor, and declaring that 
this is the best day they ever saw. The Dutch are dis- 
seminated through the town which was built by them, 
as you may easily perceive by the sharp pointed roofs 
of their houses. They smoke their pipes in silence; 
and, after their manner, partake of the general joy. 

But see, close to that half ruined fort, this motley 
group of Indians, whose anxiety manifests itselfon their 
countenances, and who view the new comers with looks 
in which suspicion seems as yet to predominate. They 
are the Lenni Lenape, whose history and manners are 
already familiar to you. At their head is Tamanenp, | 
the great and the good, who is said never to have had 
his equal for virtue and goodness, and whose memory 
is still held in veneration by the savage nations. His 
eye is steadily fixed on William Penn! His great mind 
has already discovered in him a congenial soul; alone 
among his tribe, he shows by his looks that noble cenfi- 
dence which will not be deceived. He itis, who under 
that elm tree, which many of us have seen in its vigor, 
but which, alas! has not long since been destroyed by 
the violence of the winter storm, will sign that famous 
treaty which the genius of the west has immortalised, 
and which a great writer of another nation § has, with 
more wit than truth, described as the only éne which 
was never sworn to and never broken. Nor was it vio- 
lated while William Penn lived, nor while the ascend- 
ency of his great mind was yet operating among us. 

* The Claypoole family are lineally descended from 
the protector, Oliver Cromwell. 

¢ Their original name was Swenson. 

+ Originally Bengtsen. 

§ Lars or Lawrence Cock, corrupted into Lacy Cock. 

{ The same whom we call St. Jammany. For his 
character, see Heckewelder’s History of the Indian Na- 
tions, ehap. xi. 
King Tamtnent, a party to a deed of release of a tract 
of land lying between Neshaminy and Poquessing, on 
the river Delaware, and extending backwards to the 
utmost bounds of the province This land he, with 
others, had previously sold to William Penn. In 1697, 
he, by the name of the great Sachem Taminent, with 
his brother and sons, signed another deed for lands be- 
tween Pemmopeck and Neshaminy creeks. See Smith’s 
SLaws of Pennsylvania, vol. ii. pp. 111, 112. 

q Voltaire. 


| distant day fully delineate. Above all, I should love to 

| dwell on the great character of our immortal founder, 
and to point out, by numerous examples, that astonish- 
ing ascendency over the minds of the mass of mankind, 
which enabled him to raise a flourishing and powerful 
commonwealth by means of all others the most appa- 
rently inadequate. 

To acquire and secure the possession of an extensive 
; country, inhabited by numerous tribes of warlike sa- 

vages, without arms, without forts, without the use or 
| even the demonstration of physical force, was an expe- 
/riment which none but a superior mind would have 
conceived, which none but a master spirit could have 
| successfully executed. Yet this experiment succeeded 
| in a manner that has justly excited the astonishment of 
} the whole world. “Of all the colonies that ever existed,” 
| says Ebeling, ‘‘none was ever founded on so philanthro- 
pica plan, none was so deeply impressed with the cha- 
_racter of its founder, none practised in a greater degree 
the principles of toleration, liberty, and peace, and 
none rose and flourished more rapidly than Pennsylvania, 
She was the youngest of the British colonies established 
| before the eighteenth century, but it was not long before 
she surpassed most cf her elder sisters in population, 
agriculture, and general prosperity.”* This ourauthor 
justly ascribes to the genius of William Penn, who dis- 
daining vulgar means, dared to found his power and his 
| commonwealth on the nobler feelings of man. 

But I must leave it to the future historian to delineate 
the character of a legislator who never had a model, and 
| who, though crowned with success, will probably never 
|have an imitator. He will describe the state of this 
country, during the two years of that great man’s resi- 
| dence here after his first arrival; he will tell us how a 

legislature was formed and assembled within six 
| weeks at most after his landing, whose first act was to 
recognize as brethren all who believed in one God, the 
| upholder and ruler of the universe; how a code of laws 
was enacted in three days, founded on the genuine 
principles of religion, justice, and morality;t he will 
show the territory which now forms the state of Dela- 
ware, united to this province in legislation as well as in 
| government, the friendship of the Indians secured, large 
| territories obtained of them by fair and honorable pur- 


In 1692, we find him by the name of | chase, a noble city founded, and its walls rapidly rising 


|as it were by enchantment, the country increasing in 


| population and wealth, and enjoying undisturbed peace, 
prosperity, and happiness, until his absence showed how 


* Geschichte von Pennsylvania, p. 1. 

* This code was called the Great Law, and well de- 
servesthe name. The Historical Committee is in pos- 
session of a copy of it, extracted by our associate, Mr. 
R. Conyngham, from the archives of the state. It has 
never yet been printed entire. 
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much all these things were due to the immediate opera- 
tion of his powerful mind. 

For during the fifteen years which followed his de- 
parture, until his next return in 1699, history will have 
to picture far different scenes. The territories separat- 
ed from the province, a schism in the church, and fac- 
tions in the state. carried to such a degree of violence as 
to afford a pretext to the British ministry to take into 
their hands the government of the country, and ignomi- 
niously annex it to that of a neighboring colony. The 
historian will tell how William Penn rose superior to all 
these difficulties, recovered his former authority, and 
by his presence here, silenced all factions, re-united the 
lower counties, and restored the land to its former una- 
nimity and peace. It was then that after four different 
constitutions had been successively tried and found in- 
efficient, he gave to Pennsylvania that charter, which 
continued in force until the revolution, and which the 
people received with expressions of gratitude too soon 
afterwards forgotten. Unfortunately, this charter con- 
tained the seeds of that division between the prov-nce 
and territories, which after his departure broke out 
again, never to be healed. 

It will ever be a source of regret that William Penn 
did not, as he had contemplated, fix his permanent resi- 
dence in his province, and that, after the lapse ofa short 
year, he again embarked for England, whence it had 
been decreed by Providence that he never should re- 
turn. There is too much reason to believe that in this 
he yielded to the influence of his wife, and of his daugh- 
ter Letitia, who do not appear to have been pleased | 
with a residence in the country.* Yet Hannah Penn 
was a woman of great merit, and her name will shine 
conspicuously, and with honor, in our history. But 
when we consider her rank, education, and fortune, | 
and the situation of Pennsylvania at that time, we need | 
not wonder that she preferred the society of her friends | 
in her native land to a life of hardship and self-denial | 
in a newly settled colony. And it is easy to conceive | 
how William Penn’s return may have been postponed 
amidst efforts to conquer her reluctance, until other 
circumstances intervened which prevented it altoge- 
ther. 

A single trait will be sufficient to show what evils 
would have been averted from Pennsylvania, if William 
Penn had remained here to the end of his days. Nine 
years after his departure, when his country was again 
sent by intestine divisions, and a factious legislature, 
taking an unmanly advantage of the misfortunes which 
had of late fallen heavy upon him, were striving by eve- 
ry means to wrest power from his hands, a letter from 
him to that assembly, in which he tenderly expostulated 
with them for their ungrateful conduct, produced an 
entire and a sudden change in the minds of the deluded 
people, and at the next election his enemies were hurled 
from the seats which they had disgraced. A truly na- 











*William Penn went to England towards the end of 
1701, to prevent the passage of a bill which had been 
brought into Parliament, for the purpose of depriving 
him of the government of his province, and vesting it in 
the king. When he arrived at London, he found that 
the danger was over, and there appears to have been 
nothing at that time to have prevented his coming back 
immediately. It was his intention, when he departed 
from Pennsylvania, to have left his wife and daughter 
here asa pledge for his speedy return, but they could 
mot be prevailed upon to remain, at which he appears 
to have been much grieved, and in the pains which he 

took to quiet the minds of the inhabitants on this occa- 

sion, it is easy to perceive forbodings in his mind which 

the event but too certainly realized. This is one among 

the many curious historical facts which are contained in 

the valuable correspondence of the Honorable James 

Logan with William Penn, collected and enriched with 
interesting notes, by a lady whom I shall presently have 
occasion more particularly to mention. 


tional answer, says his biographer Clarkson, and we 
may add, the strongest proof that can be given of the 
powerful ascendency of this great man over minds of an 
inferior stamp. 

It will be the duty of the historian to trace the origin 
and mark the rise and consequences of those unhappy 
feuds which so long agitated Pennsylvania, and embit- 
tered the whole life of our illustrious founder. He will 
find much to be ascribed to the weakness or wickedness 
of the different lieutenant governors, who ruled the 
province while William Penn lived, and for some time 
after his death. With a faithful and impartial pencil 
he will delineate the characters of those who successive- 
ly filled that important station. He will describe 
Evans, arash, intemperate, and licentious young man 
ignorant of the people he was called upon to govern, 
and entirely unfit for the trust committed to him; Goox- 
1N,an open hearted, honest old soldier, better calculated 
for the field than for the cabinet; and Kerrn, a despe- 
rate intriguer, who courted the favour of the people by 
the sacrifice of his duty to his patrons, and whom that 
people justly rewarded, in the end, with their contempt 
and neglect. With the same correct and steady hand, he 
will pourtray the other prominent characters, who figur- 
ed in these scenes. In Dayip Lioyn, he will show a 
man of strong, natural, and acquired talents, bred ina 
revolutionary school, skilled in the dangerous art of 
dividing and leading popular assemblies, tenacious of 
his ends, too little scrupulous about the means, and in- 
dulging his personal resentments against the proprietor 
at the expense of the happiness and welfare of his coun- 
try; while in his antagonist, James Loeay, he will have 
to describe a character of a far different stamp; a man 
of profound learning, skilled in the useful as well as in 
the elegant sciences; one possessed of a strong and cor- 
rect judgment, faithfulto his trust, and of unshaken in- 
tegrity, but whose stern Roman virtue could not stoop 
to defeat by similar means, the intrigues of his adversa- 
ries; therefore the world misjudged him; but his great 
patron knew him well, and appreciated his worth, and 
he preserved his confidence and that of his family to the 
last day of his life. History will do him justice, and 
destroy the unfounded prejudice which a too celebrat- 
ed book * has excited against him. 

With such opposite characters, we need not wonder 
that David Lloyd obtained, more than once. unmerited 
success over his adversary. In popular governments 
as well as in others, the arts of the politician too often 
triumph over integrity and virtue. Yet, though David 
Lloyd’s political conduct was marked by unjustifiable 
intrigue, there appears no reason to suppose that his 
mind was naturally base or corrupt. He was hurried 
by the violence of his passions, and by resentments for 
some supposed injustice, which he thought had been 
done to him by the proprietor, into a system of opposi- 
tion to his government. Thus he was imperceptibly 
led into an abuse of his popular talents, which, no doubt 
when his feelings became more calm, he afterwards re. 
gretted. 

_ We find him at a late period, assisting James Logan 

in ascertaining the proprietor’s title to the lower coun- 
ties, and those two great men, acting harmoniously to- 
gether, for the public good. ‘It is soothing,” says the 
eloquent annotator to Logan’s correspondence, to whom 
we are indebted for this interesting fact; “it is soothing 
to observe, in the characters of men who, like these 

hitherto have been swayed by prejudice or passions, 
that when the evening of life advances, the storms 
which have agitated them subside, and the soul, like 
the sun of the natural world, emerging from the clouds 
which have obscured it, illuminates the horizon with its 
parting beam, and the day closes in serenity and peace.” 

In this short quotation, gentlemen, you have already 
recognized the elegant and feeling language of our re- 


* The Historical Review, aseribed, perhaps unjustl 
to Dr. Franklin, : » perhaps unjustly, 
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vered friend, Mrs. Desornan Locan, in whom the histo- | 
rian that Pennsylvania calls for would soon be found if 
she could but be persuaded to trust her exquisite talent. 

But, alas! her mind, that mind formed to instruct and 

delight the world, isnow only tuned to sorrow. Histo- 

ry has lost its charms, while her soul is concentered in 

the thought of the irreparable loss which she and the 

country have suffered, and which our Society so justly 

laments. 

And art thou gone, Locan? friend of man! friend of 
peace! friend of science! Thou whose persuasive ac- 
cents could still the angry passions of the rulers of men, 
and dispose their minds to listen to the voice of reason 
and justice! Thou whose life was devoted to the cause 


of humanity, and to the promotion of harmony and con- | 


cord between nations!) What though party spirit has 


in vain endeavored to obscure thy virtues, they will live | 


in the faithful page of history, and thy name will be 
handed down with honor to posterity. * 

We, gentlemen, particularly the members of your 
Histurical Committce, can never forget the powerful 


aid which, in the pursuit of our literary objects, we | 


| 


have received from our l»mented associat-. Other sci- 
entific institutions also have just cause to regret his loss. 
I could not, on this occasion, pass him over in silence, 
nor dispense with scattering a few humble flowerets 
upon his tomb. 

I had designed to have extended tl.is discourse a little 
further, and to have spoken to you of the errors of the 
descendants of William Penn, and of the violence of 
their opponents, whose over heated zeal did not even 
spare his venerated memory; [ would have traced the 
rapid rise of this country, of this city in particular, and 
its various public institutions, many of which, and our 
Society among others, were established before the pe- 
riod of the American Revolution; but afier touching on 
a mournful theme like that which we have just left, 
neither your minds nor mine are disposed to wander 
again in the fields of History. I quit them, nevertheless, | 
with regret, deeply impressed as I am with the import. | 
ance of our domestic annals, and the interest which } 
their narration would possess, if drawn by the pen of 
an able writer. If by the few traits that 1 have ventured 
to sketch withan unskilful hand, | have succeeded in 
exciting a more general desire to become particularly 
acquainted with our colonial history; if, above all, it 
were not too presumptuous in me to expect that this 
weak attempt will stimulate some person of adequate 
talents to undertake the honorable task of giving it to 
the world, then I might indulge the hope that vou would | 
not think that I have trespassed so long on your time | 
and attention in yain. 


{ 


From the Pittsburg Gazette. 


MONONGAHELA RIVER. 

GreEensporc Coxyention.—On Tuesday, Septem- 
ber, 25th, 1833, Delegates from the counties of Mo- 
nongalia, Harrison, and Lewis in Virginia; and from 
Allegheny, Washington, Greene, Fayette, and West- 
moreland, in Pennsylvania, assembled at the Lutheran, 
and Presbyterian Church, in Greensboro, Greene coun- 
ty, to deliberate upon the subject of the improvement 
of the Monongahela. 

The Convention was organized by calling Joseph 
Johnson, Esq. of Harrison county, Virginia, to the 
Chair, and appointing Thomas Sloane,of Fayette coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, Secretary. a 

On motion of Mr. Haymond, of Monongalia, it was 
Resolved, That a committee, consisting of one member 
from each county, represented in this Convention, be 
appointed to select and recommend officers to act in 
this Convention, and Messrs. Haymond, Davis, Findly, 
from Washington, Plummer, Prider, Davison, John- 
ston, anc Newlin, were appointed. 


*Dr. George Logan died on the 9th of April last, at 
his family seat at Stenton, near Germantown. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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On motion of Mr. Haymond, it was Resolved, That a 
committee of one member from each county be appoint- 


ed to examine and ascertain who are entitled to seats in 
this Convention, and Messrs. Christie, Love, Ray, 


Burden, Sangston, Barns, Kincheloe, and Cox, were 


appointec. 

On motion, it was Resolved, That this Convention 
have a recess for one hour. 

Afternoon Session, 2 o'clock, P. M'—The Convention 
met. Mr. Plummer, from the committee appointed to 
select and recommend officers to preside in the Conven- 
tion, reported that they recommend the following per- 

| sons. 
President—Joseph Johnson, Esq. of Harrison county, 
| Virginia. 

Vice President—James W. Nicholson, of Fayette 
county. 

Secretaries—Wm. Eichbaum, of Allegheny county, 
_Pa.; Thomes P. Ray, Esq. of Monongalia county, Va. 

Upon motion, the report was unanimously concurred 
in. The President,in a pertinent and eloquent address, 
expressed his grateful acknowledgments for the honor 
conferred upon him. 


' 


The committee appointed to ascertain the names of 
| persons entitled to seats in this Convention reported the 
_ following list of persons appointed as delegates, 


VIRGINIA—Monongalia county. 
Matthew Gay, Wm. Lazier, 
John Evans, jr. T. S. Raymond, 
Robt McGee, Joseph F. Harvison, 
*George McNeely, *Leonard Lamb, 
John Rogers, Thomas P. Ray. 


Lewis county. 
Philip Cox, jr. 


Hezekiah 1). Sharp, 
Wm. Newlin, 


Peyton B. Byrne. 
Harrison county. 

Wm. A. Sandy, ~* 

Wilson Shinn, 

Benj. Reeder, 

Geo. J, Davison, 


Joseph Johnson, 
Wr. Johnson, 
Daniel Kinchelo, 
Beverly Roy, 
Augustin J. Smith, 


PENNSYLVANIA—Allegheny county. 
*Andrew N.McDowell, *Henry M. Watts, 
*John M. Snowden, *Charles Avery, 
*W. W. Fetterman, Robert Christy, 
John D. Davis, Wm. Eichbaunm, 
Neville B. Craig, *Robert Burke, 
John Walden, John Arthurs, 
*Humphrey Fullerton, *John Walker, 
*Samuel Frew, *Thomas Warren, 
*Adam Hays, 


Washington county. 
Robert Findley, Robert Love, 
David Shebondy, *John Jackman, 
Wm. K. Vankirk, Saml Hill, 
*Caleb A, Alexander, Shesbaziel Bentley, 


Westmoreland county. 


Robert Cunningham, 
Joseph Finley, 

John F. Beazel, 
William Campbell, 
Isaac Shipler. 


Fayette county. 


James L. Bowman, 
Thomas Sloane, 
Joseph Heaton, 
Michael Crow, 
Ephraim Walters, 
James Simonson, 


John Powers, 
Joseph Budd, 
Menassa Rives, 
Alexander Plummer, 
Solomon Spears, 


Andrew Stewart, 
Cephas Gregg, 
George Rider, 
James Sangston, 
Wm, Morris, , 
James W. Nicholson, 
Zephaniah Carter. 
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gether with a considerable portion of our dry goods, 

which articles are now carried, in times of freshets, in 

Keel and Steamboats, as high up the river as Morgan. 
town, in Virginia. 

‘this convention, conceiving the improvement of the 

{ Monongahela river to be a work of great national im- 

| portance, and from the present flourishing state of tha 

| finances of the country, and believing the time has ar- 

| rived when they may successfully ask of the government 

Mr. Haymond, from Monongalia, offered the follow-| of the United States, an appropriation of money for 

ing resolution— 


5 _carrying into effect so desirable an object, have come 
** Resolved, That a committee of two members from | to the following resolutions: 


each county here represented, be appointed, whose du-| —_ Resolved, by this Convention, That the improvement 
ty it shall be to report, as soon as practicable, the man- | of the navigation of the Monongahela river, is a subject 


ner in which the object of this convention can be best | of deep interest to the people we represent, as well 
effected.” 


Mr. Stewart offered the following resolutions as | 


Greene county. 


James Barnes, 

Eli Bailey, 

Isaac Bursen, 
Daniel Boughner, 
‘thomas Maple, 


Joseph Davison, 
Thomas Lucas, 
Thomas Hughes, 
Benj. F. Bl.ck, 
George Reppart, 
*Benjamin Campbell. 
Those marked thus (*) were not present. 


| as to the whole surrounding country, and that in our 


amendments. 

**Resolved, Thata committee of cight persons be | 
appointed to report the best plan for the improvement | 
of the Monongahela river.” 

After considerable discussion, the above resolutions | 
were adopted,and the following committees appointed 
On the first resolution, Messrs. Haymond, Gay, Sandy, 
Kincheloe, Cox, Byrne, Arthurs, Davis, Hill, Findley, | 
Black, Boughner, Nicholson, Bowman, Powers, and | 
Plummer. On the second resolution, Messrs. Sloan, | 
Arthurs, Plummer, Findley, Barns, Ray, Johnson, and | 
Sharp. On the third resolution, Messrs. Stewart, Craig, 
Beazel, Love, Hughes, McGee, and Newlin. 

The convention adjourned to meet to morrow morn: | 
ing, at 9 o’clock. 


Wednesday, Sept. 26.—The convention assembled in | 
pursuance of adjournment, The names of the Dele 
gates were called over. 


On motion of Mr. Black, Messrs. Irons and Stone, | 


were admitted as delegates to supply vacancies in the | 
delegation from Greene county, and on motion of Mr. | 
Gay, the report of Dr. Howard was read. 

On motion of Mr. Christy, Edgar C. Wilson,member | 
of Congress, elect, from Virginia, was admitted to a| 
seat inthis convention. 

Mr. Haymond, from the committee appointed to re- 
port the manner in which the objects of this meeting 
can be best attained, reported the following preamble | 
and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted. 

‘* We, the representatives in the convention here as- 
sembled, having been called together by the sponta- | 
neous voice of the people whom we represent, fecling 
a deep interest in common wit! the people living upon 
the Monongahela river, and its tributary streams, a 
country already advancing to a high state of improve- 
mentincreasing in agricultural productions and manufac- | 
turing institutions, witha valley extending from Pittsburg 
about one hundred and fifty miles into Virginia, with a | 
soil capable of great improvement, sustaining a rapidly 
increasing population, possessing inexhaustible beds of 
Iron Ore, Stone Coal, and other valuab!e minerals, the 
use and manufacture of which may be extended to 
any amount; having, too, immense forests of the finest 
timber on the western waters, used, in the present im- 
perfect navigation of the river, altogether for building 
boats that ply upon the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, the | 
transportation of which can now only be effected in 
times of high water. 

For transportation down the river, we have the pro- 
ductions of our agricultural pursuits, and our lumber, | 
our immense beds of coal,our manufuctured iron, glass, 
and paper, the gross value of which may be estimated | 
at one million of dollars annually. 

We are dependant upon the salt works near Pitts- 
burg for our supply of that indispensible article, used | 
in immense quantities in our region of country for stock, 
manufacturing purposes, and family consumption. The 
larger portion of our groceries, such as sugar, lead, cof- 
fee, tea, &c. are also procured from Pittsburgh, to- 


| peace, its strength and security in war. 


opinion, it is of sufficient national importance to justify 
the Government of the United States in making an im- 
mediate appropriation to complete the improvement of 
so much of the said river as the survey, plan, and esti- 


| mate, may require.” 


Resolved, hat the President of the United States be 


| earnestly requested to direct a continuation of the sur- 
vey, plan, and estimate, for improving the Monongahe- 


la river to such points on the said river, as may be sus- 
ceptible of improvement, and the interests of the coun 
try may require. 

Mr. Sloan from the committee appointed to report 
the best plin for improving the Monongahela river, 


| made the following report. 


‘‘'The committee appointed to report a plan for the 
improvement of the Monongahela river,have taken that 
subject under consideration, and report to the Conven- 
tion—That the best mode of improving the navigation 
of that river willbe by Locks and Dams.” 

On the adoption of this report, Mr. Stewart asked for 


| a division of the House, which was granted; when the 


ayes were 46, noes 6. 
Mr. Stewart, from the committee to prepare a memo 


| rial, reported the following, which was unanimously 


adopted :— 
MEMORIAL. 


To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States, in Congress assembled: 


The petition of the undersigned citizens of the west- 


| ern parts of Pennsylvania and Virginia, respectfully re- 


presents: 


That as friends of a general and diffusive system of 
national improvement, extending alike to all parts of 


|ourcommon country, they contemplate with high satis- 


faction, the period as at hand, if not actually arrived, 


_when the extinguishment of the national debt must 
leave a very large surplus of revenue, applicable to ob- 


jects of national improvement, uniting and binding more 
firmly together the distant parts of our happy Union,by 


| the strong and enduring bonds of mutual dependence, 


resulting from mutual intercourse, and advancing at the 
same time the commercial prosperity of our country ia 
‘That among 
the objects of improvement having just claims to a par- 
licipation in the national bounty, the undersigned feel 
warranted in presenting the Monongahela river as one 


_worthy of your favorable consideration, and the more 


especially, when it is considered that this will be in fact 


| but an extension of animprovement already in progress, 


under the act of 1824, for the improvement of the Ohio 
and Mississippi to a higher practical point, and to 
which poiat this improvement must and will, we trust, 
be ultimately extended—and here your memorialists 
beg leave respectfully to state some of the considera- 


| tions which would indicate the present as the proper 


period for such extension. 

The country bordering on the Monongahela and its 
tributaries, whether considered in reference to its agri- 
cultural and manufacturing capabilities, or its mineral 
productions and resources, is not surpassed by any por- 
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! 
tion of country of the same extent and population be- | 
tween this district and the city of New Orleans. 

The coal excavated from inexhaustible mines, on the 
banks of the Monongahela, for more thana hundred miles 
in extent, now actually supplies the markets, propels 
the machinery, and feeds the fires of the principal cities | 
and towns on the Ohio and Mississippi. The ore and | 
iron supplied by the same region keep in operation at | 
least one hundred furnaces, forges, rolling and slitting | 
mills, and other iron factories, supplying the new and 
growing states of the west with this necesssry and indis- 
pensable article. No less than twenty glass works, ma- 
nufacturing an average of 4,000 boxes each, per annum | 
—eight extensive paper mills, besides a number of oth- 
er manufacturing establishments, of cotton, wool, &c., 
are now in operation within a distance of fifty miles along | 
the Monongahela, and their number rapidly increasing. 
Within the last year, no less than twenty steamboats, 
varying from 80 to 600 tons have been built, and from 
AO to 50 steam mills built for the manufacture of flour | 
and boards alone, on the banks of the Monongahela, 
whose productions, for want of the proposed improve- 
ment, can now only be transported to the appropriate 
markets during short and uncertain periods of high | 
water. The aggregate of the mineral and manufactur. | 
ed productions of the country of the Monongahela and 
its tributaries, have been estimated at one million of | 
dollars per annum. and their agricultural productions 
may, we think, be safely estimated at an equal sum, and | 
the amount would of course be greatly increased by the 
powerful stimulus which the proposed improvement 
would apply to the productive energies of our country. 

The fall in the Monongahelariver has been ascertain.- | 
ed by repeated surveys, to be less than seven inches | 
per mile, for nearly one hundred miles in extent, and | 
the whole sum required to make a perfect steamboat | 
navigation, by locks and dams, falls considerably short 
of half a million of dollars; a sum altogether inconsider- 
able, when compared with the great importance of the 
objects to be attained; and, especially when it is consi- 
dered that the proposed improvement will extend equal | 
facilities to the ascending and descending navigation, 
and open a new and extensive market to the sugar, cot- | 
ton, leai, and other productions of the south, in ex- 
change for the equivocal productions of this upper | 
country. 

Your memorialists, therefore, confidently trust, that | 
when your honorable bodies consider the importance of | 
the improvement proposed, and the small sum required | 
for its accomplishment--when you advert to the fact | 
that it is not a new and independent work, but a mere | 
extension of an improvement already in progress, toa | 
higher practicable point—when you look to the mineral, | 
manufacturing, and agricultural resources of the coun- | 
try through which it is to pass, and the immense and | 
diffusive benefits it will confer on the country above | 
and below, by facilitating the commerce, and cheapen- | 
ing the supply of important and indispensable articles to 
a great portion of the western states, you will not with- | 
hold the comparatively small amount required, from an | 
overflowing treasury, for its accomplishment. 

Mr. Craig offered the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted 

**Resolved, That the members of this Convention 
have viewed, with much gratification, the progress made 
towards the completion of the eastern section of the 
Ches..peake and Ohio canal; and that they do most ear- 
nestly pray that Congress will, during its ensuing session, 
make an appropriation for the commencement of the 
western section of this truly national work. 

Resolved, That the members of Congress, from the 
different districts represented in this Convention, be 
requested to use their influence in favor of such appro- 
priation.” 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, it was resolved that a copy 
of the proceedings of this Convention, and the memo- 
rial, be forwarded to the President of the United States, 
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by the officers of this Convention, with a letter, re- 
questing his early attention to the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Gay—‘*‘Resolved, That 500 copies 
of the reports and memorial of the Committees appoint- 
ed in this Convention, be printed and cifculated. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart—*Resolved, That the dif 
ferent printers in the counties represented in this Con- 
vention, and others favorable to its object, be requested 
to publish the proceedings of this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Byrne—‘‘Resolved, That each 
member of the Convention be furnished with a printed 
copy of these proceedings, by the Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart—“Resolved, That the 
thanks of this Convention be tendered to the Presbyte- 
rian and Lutheran congregations, in Greensboro and 
vicinity, for their liberality in affording to the Conven- 
tion the use of their church, and to the citizens of 
Greensboro, New Geneva, and their vicinities, for their 
kind hospitality to the delegates assembled.” 

On motion of Mr. Craig—‘*Resolved, That the thanks 


of this Convention be presented to the President, for 


the able, dignified, and impartial manner, in which he 
has discharged his duties as presiding officer.” 

On motion of Mr. Stewart—*‘Resolved, That the 
thanks of this Convention be offered to the Vice Presi- 
dent and Secretaries, for the able and efficient manner 
in which they have discharged their duties.” 

On motion of Mr. Lazier—**Resolved, That this Con- 
vention do now adjourn.” 


From the Columbia Spy. 


DEPUTY SHERIFF. 
Mr. Printer,— 


An interesting question has arisen and is much con- 
sidered in Lancaster county—Whether a Deputy She- 
riff, who has served as such for three years, is legally 
eligible to the office of High Sheriff. Having investi- 
gated the matter for my own entertainment, I send 
you the result of the examination. If you think it will 


inform and entertain others, please place it in the Spy. 


On adverting to the law on the subject of constitut- 
ing Sheriffs, from the first settlement of Pennsylvania 
to the present day, we find, that 

The Proprietor took as his guide when limiting the 
time a Sheriff was to hold his office, the English Sta- 
tutes then in force. By the Charter of Privileges, 
granted by William Penn, October 1701, Section 3, 
the freemen in each county in Pennsylvania were au- 
thorized to **choose a double number of persons to 
present to the Governor for Sheriff, to serve for three 
years if they so long behaved themselves well, one of 
which might be commissioned by the Governor, within 
three days after, and if not commissioned in that time, 
the first-named on the presentment should stand and 
serve for a limited time.” 

On the 12th of January, 1705, an act of the Provin- 
cial Legislature was passed ‘‘ For regulating the elec- 
tions of Sheriffs and Coroners,” containing,substantially 


\the same provisions as the Charter, except as to the 


time the office was to be holden, which, by the act, was 
limited to one year. At this time so low was the respon- 
sibility of the Sheriff rated, that in Philadelphia coun- 
ty, he was to enter into recognizance for the faithful 
performance of his duty, in the sum of only £600, cur- 
rency, and in Bucks and Chester, the only other coun- 


| ties in the then province, in the sum of $200 for each. 


Nothing further occurred in legislation regarding the 
election of Sheriffs, until the act of the 14th February, 
1729—30; into which the 20th Section was introduced, 
which is as follows: ‘* For the more effectually pre- 
venting oppressions to his Majesty’s subjects within this 
province,—Be it further enacted, That no Sheriff with- 
in this province shall continue in his office above three 
years; and no man, who hath been Sheriff or Under 
Sheriff of any county, by the space of three years,shall 
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be chosen Sheriff of that county again, within three 


years next ensuing,upon pain of forfeiting £200,by him| 
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the stat. 3d, Geo. I. chap. xv. sect. 1, 10, 11, and who 
was to act as Sheriff in case of the death or inability of 


who shall occupy his office, contrary to the effect and | his principal. 2 Johns Rep. 73. It was this officer, 


intent of this act.” This act, neither in its letter or 
spirit, declares that a Sheriff, or Under Sherifi, who 
has been such for three preceding years, shall not be 
again eligible, and that his election shall be void, but 
lays those under a forfeiture of £200, who shall occupy 
the offices contrary to the intent and effect of the act. 
It is a penal act, subjecting certain persons to a pen- 
alty, and it is to be construed strictly. The Sheriff oc- 
cupy ing the office under the circumstances specified in 
the law, was liable to the forfeiture and nothing more. 
The law did not declare the Under Sheriff ineligible by 
the people, for he had never been elected by them be- 
fore nor has been since. ; 

That this was the construction of this section of the 
law at this time, is to be inferred from this—that next 
year, 1730—51, an act was passed, explanatory of the 
act of 1729—30; which declared that the election of a 
Sheriff or Under Sheriff should be null and void, which 


there would have been no need of, if the act oF 
1729—30 had expressed the same thing. And even! 


strictly so called, and not a general deputy, that was in- 
tended by this act of 1729-30. Deputy Sheriffs in Penn- 
sylvania, are the same officer as a Sheriff's General Bai- 
liffin England, and not the officer known there as Un- 
der Sheriff. The Under Sheriff gave security to the 
King acd took a long special oath of office, before he 
could act. Vide 6 Bac. Abr. 150, 151. An Under 
Sheriff has higher and different powers than a Deputy 
Sheriff, ora Deputy, as such, cannot make a Bailiff, nor 
assign a bail bond, nor make return to writs, as Under 
Sheriffs may do in England. 6 Bacon Abr. 154, 

From the preceding we think it results, that the 20th 
section of the act of 1729-30, and the act explanatory 
of it, passed in 1830 31, never applied to a Sheriff’s 
Deputy or General Bailiff of the Sheriff, as created in 
Pennsvlvania, but to an Under Sheriff, an officer well 
known to the English law m 1730; but who, since 1776, 
has not been appointed,commissioned sr sworn in Penn- 
sylvania, unper the stat. Sd, Geo. I. cap. xv. above 
quoted. And also, that both those acts of Assembly 



















if the 20th section of that act is in operation and effect, | are repealed and superceded, first by the constitution 
the explanatory act being as we shall see annulled, it| of 1776, and again, by the constitut'on of 1790; and 
cannot be so construed as to exclude a Deputy from) therefore, that a Deputy Sheriff may be elected to the 
being elected Sheriff. This lsst mentioned act is in-| office of High Sheriff, although he may have served 







cluded in the list ofacts repealed and obsolete, inserted | 


in 1st Smith’s laws 20. 


But if the acts of 1729—30, and 1730—31, rendered | 


{ 


the election of a Sheriff or his Deputy who had been in 


during the term of three years preceding such election. 
A. B. 


office three years absolutely void, both those acts have | ORDINANCES FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 


| 
been superceded, abrogated and repealed, more than | 


fifty years since. 


The 31st section of the third chapter of the Constita-' 
tion of Penusylvania, formed on the 28th September, | 
1776, made provisiou for the election of Sheriffs and| 
the duration of their office. This provision is incompa- | 


tible with the 20th section of the law of 1729-30, and 
being paramonnt and superior to all legislative enact- 
ments, operated as a repeal of this act. This new con- 


stitutional regulation as to Sheriffs, recognized no disa- | 
bility of a Deputy or Under Sheriff, as a consequence | 


THE GIRARD ESTATES, AND GIRARD COL- 
LEGE. 


A further Ordinance for the Management of the Girard 
Estates. 


Section 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the citizens 
of Philadelphia, in Select and Common Councils assem- 


} bled, That the Ordinance passed the 15th day of Sep- 
| ber, Anno Dom'ni 1832,* entitled ‘* An Ordinance for 


the Management of the Girard Trusts,’’ except the 12th 
and 13th sections thereof, be, and the same is hereby 


of his term of service. ‘This clause of the constitution | ™P©& led, 


. ea e { 
contained all that was requisite to be guarded against} : : 
A - |the authority aforesaid, ‘bhat annually, at the time of 


| choosing a ‘Treasurer, as provided for in the said 12th 


on the subject of the election of Sheriffs, and this new 
enactment in its nature tuok place and superceded all 


receding ones. By it the law of 1729-30, was annul- . a , 
P S 7 ; | meeting, shall choose one suitable citizen of Philadel- 


| phia, to be Agent of the Girard Estates, and who shall 


led. The constitutional law of 1779 continued until 
1790, when the existing constitution was aclopted. The 


Section 2. And be it further ordained and enacted by 


section, the Select and Common Councils, in joint 


. . . } ‘ . } > v 1 , shy i 
6th article, section 1, contains the whole of the funda-| not be a member of either Council, who shall continue 


mental law regarding the election of Sheriffs, and directs 
that no person shall be twice chosen or appointed She- 
riff, in any term of six years. Fhe only person intended 
to be excluded from election was the Sheriff who had 
been in office three years, for if it had bcen intended to 
exclude his Deputy he would have been named. Eve- 
ry citizen hasa right to be elected to and enjoy any of- 
fice, unless he is excluded by the constitution of the 
state, or a law made under and consistent with it. Nei- 
ther can the right ofa citizen who had been once a De- 


puty Sheriff, to be elected to and enjoy the office of 


Sheriff be taken away but by express words. It is an 
invaluable franchise of which he cennot be deprived, 
by mere construction. ‘‘For preventing oppression to 


his Majesty’s subjects,”’ one hundred and three years) 
since, a legal provision excluding an Under Sheriff of 


three years service from being chosen Sheriff of the 
county, might have been expedient, but the republican 
makers of the constitution of 1776, and 1790, valued 


more highty, and treated more tenderly, the right of the , 


citixen, who had been either a Deputy or Under She- 

riff, and left him without restriction, and the people at 

liberty to make a High Sheriff of him, if they pleased. 
At the time of passing the law of 1729-30, there was 


an officer, known under the name of Under Sheriff of 


the county, who was appointed by special direction of 
Vor. XIL sO 








‘in office until his successor is duly constituted, and 


whose especial duty it shall be to superintend all the 
real estate in the city and county of Philadelphia, de- 


vised to the city by the late Stephen Girard, and to col- 


lect the rents thereof,and to perform such other services 
appertaining thereto, as may be enjoined upon him by 


‘ ordinance or resolution of Councils. 
| Section3. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
‘the authority aforesaid, That the said Agent, before 


| 


'entering upon the duties of bis said office, shall give 


| 


/hond, with two sufficient sureties; approved by the 
| Mayor, to the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Phila- 
| delphia,in the penal sum of fifteen thousand dollars, con- 
ditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of 
his office. 

Section 4. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That immediately after the 
passage of this ordinance, and annually thereafter, at 
‘the first meeting of Councils, the Select and Common 
Councils shall each choose, by ballot, four members of 
each Couucil, who, together with the Mayor of the 
city, shall constitute a Board of Commissioners of the 
Girard Estates, who shall meet once in each week, a 
majority of whom shall be a quorum, with authority to 
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See Reg. Vol. X. p. 190. 
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lease or rent the real estate in the city and county of | real estate,) and by such other suggestions for the in- 
Philadelphia, devised to the city by Stephen Girard, | formation of Councils as may seem to them important. 
whenever the same or any part thereof shall be vacant, Section 10. And be it further ordained and enacted 
to take all necessary and proper measures for its pre-| by the authority aforesaid, That the said Treasurer 
servation and repairs, and for the recovery and collec -| shall prepare, and present to Councils,at the first meet- 
tion of the rents accruing thereon, and whose duty it | ing in each year, a detailed account, in duplicate, con- 
shall beto attend to the investment of all moneys in the } cerning the moneys arising from the estate of Stephen 
hands of the said Treasurer, which, in pursuance of | Girard, and the investment and application thereof; and 
the will of Stephen Girard, or of any ordinance or reso- ) also a concise but plain account of the state of the 
lution of Councils, it may be necessary to invest, and | trusts, and of the devises and bequests of the said Ste- 
shall exercise a general supervision and superinten-| phen Girard, for the year ending the 31st December 
dence over the subjects referred to in this ordinance, | next preceding. And he shall, moreover, furnish to 
and to perform such other duties as by this or any other | Councils, immediately after the expiration of each quar- 
ordinances or resolutions of Councils may be required; | ter, an exhibit of all the receipts and disbursements of 
and to appoint a suitable person, if such appointment | the fund, and such other information, within the scope 
should be deemed necessary by the Commissioners, to | of his duties, as the Board of Commissioners, hereinbe- 
inspect and superintend all the lands and farms lying | fore provided for, or Councils, may from time to time 
in the county of Philadelphia, and make report to the | require. 
Commissioners, whose compensation shall be fixed by Section 11. And be it further ordained and enacted 
the said Commissioners; provided it does not exceed | by the authority aforesaid, That the salary of the 
the sum of five hundred dollars perannum. Provided | Agent shall be fifteen hundred dollars per annum, and 
always, that all leases and agreements for the renting of | the salary of the Treasurer shall be fifteen hundred dol- 
real estate, shall be executed by the Mayor, for and in| lars per annum, payable quarterly out of the Girard 
behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Phila- | Fund, 
delphia. Section 12. And be it further ordained aud enacted 
Section 5. And be it further ordained and enacted | by the authority aforesaid, That a Joint Committee of 
by the authority aforesaid, That the said Board shall | three members from each Council shall, until it be oth- 
keep regular minutes of their proceedings, and all or- | erwise ordered, have charge of the real estate out of 
ders by them made, and may appoint a Secretary, and | the city and county of Philadelphia, devised to the city 
assign to him a reasonable compensation. by Stephen Girard, with like powers in relation to its 
Section 6. And be it further ordained and enacted | management, as the several standing committees upon 
by the authority aforesaid, That the Agent shall, at| city property have. : 
least twice in each week, justly and truly account with Section 13. And be it further ordained and enacted 
the Treasurer for all moneys that may come into his} by the authority aforesaid, That the Board of Commis- 
hands, and pay over the same to the said Treasurer. | sioners created by this ordinance, may occupy any 
And in case of the failure or refusal of such Agent to | suitable building belonging to the Girard Estates, for 
account or pay over, it shall be the cuty ofthe Treasu- | the purpose of conducting their business, and secur- 
rer to report the same immediately to the Presidents of | ing all papers, documents and vouchers relating there- 
the Select and Common Councils, who shall forthwith | to. 
calla meeting of Councils, who may remove the said Section 14. And be it further ordained and enacted 
Agent from office. by the authority aforesaid, That the books, records and 
Section 7. And be it further ordained and enacted | documents of the Board of Commissioners shall be open 
by the authority aforesaid, That the said Treasurer | to the inspection of the members of the Select and 
shall receive all money arising out of the real or person- | Common Councils. 
al estate devised and bequeathed to the city by Stephen Section 15. And be it further ordained and enacted 
Girard, and shall forthwith deposit the same in such | by the authority aforesaid, That no member of the Se- 
incorporated bank, within the city, as the Board of | lect and Common Councils shall hold any station what- 
Commissioners hereinbefore provided for, or the Coun- | ever to which emolument or compensation may be at- 
cils, may direct; and he shall keep full, clear and accu- } tached in anywise connected with the Estate of Stephen 
rate accounts of all his receipts and disbursements, in| Girard, or the trusts created by his will; nor shall any 
such form,and with such securities against fraud,as the | such member, or any officer or agent by them appoint- 
Board of Commissioners hereinbefore provided for shall | ed, or any officer of the Corporation of Philadelphia, 
approve, or as the Councils may direct. Provided, that | be appointed or employed, or directly or indirectly 
he shall exactly comply with all directions relating to | interested or concerned in any contract, engagement or 
the mode of keeping his accounts contained in the will | arrangement for doing any work, or furnishing any 
of Stephen Girard, and especially in the 24th section | materials whereby any profit or advantage may enure 
thereof: and provided further, that such system of ac-| to him, in anywise connected with the Girard Estate or 
counts shall correspond as nearly asmay be practicable | Trusts. 
with that now used by the City Treasurer. Section 16. And be it further ordained and enacted 
Section 8. And be it further ordained and enacted | by the authority aforesaid, That a Special Standing Com- 
by the authority aforesaid, That the said Treasurer shall | mittee of Accounts, consisting of three members of each 
pay no moneys except upon the warrant of the Mayor, | Council, shall be chosen annually by ballot of each 
founded upon an actual appropriation by Councils, un- ; Council,at a stated meeting of Councils in October, who 
less where such moneys are to be drawn for the pur-| shall examine quarterly, or oftener if they shall deem it 
pose of investing; and the warrant of the Mayor shall | necessary,the ‘Treasurer's account comparing the actual 
be founded in all cases on a requisition of a majority of | receipts and expenditures with the entries and exhibits 
the Board of Commissioners hereinbefore provided for, | thereof. They shall ascertain by reference to the con- 
setting forth distinctly its object. tracts, engagements, resolutions and records of the 
Section 9. And be it further ordained and enacted by | Board of Commissioners, or of any ordinances or reso- 
the authority aforesaid, That the said Board shall pre- | lutions of Councils, in such manner as may be satisfac- 
pare, and present to Councils, at the first meeting in| tory to them. They shall compare the sums received 
January,April, July, and October of each year, areport | and paid with the sums actually charged and credited 
in duplicate of their proceedings for the three months | in the Treasurer's account, and as soon as they have 
ending on the 31st of December, the 31st of March, the | completed their quarterly investigation, or as often as 
30th of June, and the 50th of September next preced-| they may deem it expedient, report the same to Coun- 
ing, accompanied by an estimate of the appropriations | cils. 
necessary for the management of the Girard Estate (in-| | Enacted into an ordinance this tenth day of January, 
cluding the improvement, preservation, and repairs of A.D, 1833. 
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RULES | of such joint meeting to cause publication to be made 
For the Government of the Board of Commissioners of the immediately thereafter, of all the names so recorded, in 
Girard Es at least four of the daily newspapers printed in the city 
trard Estates. peyeret : ; ; 
| of Philadelphia, three times in each. 

Section 1. The officers and agents of the Board shall | Section 3. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
be a President, a Secretary, an Agent of farms and lots, | the authority aforesaid, That the Select and Common 
and a Messenger: all of whom shall hereafter be elected | Councils shall assemble in joint meeting on the second 
by ballot annually in October. Monday in February next, and shall then and there 

Section 2. The salary of the Secretary shall be $400 | choose, by ballot, fifteen citizens of Philadelphia, not 
perannum. Heshall perform all the duties usually | members of either Council to be trustees of the Girard 
performed by secretaries, in such manner as the Board | College. 


may direct, and shallattend at the office two hourseve-| Section 4. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
ry day. , | the authority aforesaid, That as soon as the said elec- 
Section 3. The salary of the Messenger shall be $200 | tions shall be completed, the Clerks of the Select and 
per annum. ; Common Councils shall divide the persons so chosen, 
Section 4. The Board shall be divided into three | by lot, into three classes, of five each, the first class to 
standing committees, ot three members each. serve one year, the second to serve two years, and the 


1. A Committee on Real Estate, who shall have the | 
more immediate care of the buildings belonging to the 
estate in the city and liberties. Section 5. And be it further ordained and enacted by 

2. A Committee on Farms and Lots, who shall have | the authority aforesaid, That on the second Monday in 
charge of that description of the property of the estate, | February of each succeeding year, the Select and Com- 
which they shall visit at least twice in each year; and | mon Councils, in joint meeting, shall elect five citizens 
whose duty it shall be to consider whatever relates to | of Philadelphia, not members of either Council,to serve 
the improvement of lots by building upon them, or dis- | as Trustees of the Girard College for the term of three 
posing of them by lease. years next ensuing, and to supply the place of those 

3. A Committee of Accounts and Finance, who shall | whose term of service shall have expired. 
examine all accounts presented tothe Board, and who Section 6, And be it further ordained aud enacted by 
shall have all matters relating to stocks and investments | the authority aforesaid, That any vacancy in the Board 
under its care. of Trustees, arising from the death, resignation, or re- 

Section 5, The stated meetings of the Board shall be | moval from the city of any member, or from the circum- 
held on the evenings of Saturday in each week, at seven | stance of any person elected declining to serve, shall be 
o’clock, from the first of November to the first of April, | supplied by a special election, to be had as early as con- 
and the remainder of the year on Tuesday mornings at | venient after such vacancy is known to exist. 
nine o'clock. Section 7. And be it further ordained and enacted by 

Section 6. Special meetings of the Board may be! the authority aforesaid, That the Trustees first chosen 
called by the President, or at the request of two mem- | shall meet within ten days after their appointment, and 
bers. The Secretary shall insert on the notices of such | shall elect one of their own number to be President,and 
meetings the object of the call, and no other business | one other person, net of their own number, to be Secre- 
shall be transacted without the consent of all the mem- | tary of the Board, and that the election of President and 


third to serve three years, and shall record the result 
upon the minutes of the joint meeting. 


bers present, Secretary shall take place, in each succeeding year, at 
Section 7. The order of business at the stated meet- | the meeting next after the second Monday in February. 
ings shall be, | Section 8. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
1. The roll called and the minutes of the preceding | the authority aforesaid, That the Secretary so chosen 
meeting read, corrected if necessary, and adopted. shall keep regular minutes of the proceedings and trans- 
2, Communications from the Treasurer. actions of the Board, and shall perform such other ser- 
3. Communications from the Agent. vices as the Councils or the Trustees may from time to 
4. Communications from the Agent of Farms. time require, forall which he shall receive a reasonable 
5. Reports of Committees. compensation, to be fixed by the Board of Trustees, 
6. Unfinished business from the minutes. not exceeding six hundred dollars per annum, payable 

Section 8. The office hours of the Treasurer shall be | quarterly. 
from nine o’clock A. M. to three o’clock P. M. Section 9. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
Section 9. That the President shall appoint all Com- | the authority aforesaid, That no member of the said 
mittees, unless otherwise ordered by the Board. Board of Trustees shall be allowed or receive any com- 
a pensation for his services, directly or indirectly, nor 


‘ : shall any member of the said Board, or of the Select or 
An Ordinance for the management of the Girard College. | cnlanen Council, at any time, hold any station or per- 
Section 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the citizens | form any work or duty, to which compensation or emo- 
of Philadelphia, in Select and Common Councils assem- | lument may be attached, relating to the said college,nor 
bled, That the Mayor of the city, the President of the ; shall such member of the Board, or any officer, or agent 
Select Council, and the President of the Common Coun- | by them appointed, or any member of the Select or 
cil, for the time being, and fifteen other persons, to be | Common Council, be directly or indirectly concerned 
chosen in the manner hereinafter specified, shall consti- | in any contract, arrangement, or engagement, for doing 
tute a Board of Directors of the Girard College, whose | any work, or furnishing any materials, whereby any 
duty it shall be to superintend the organization and ma-! profits or advantage may ensue to him, relating to the 
nagement of the said college in conformity with the | erection or management of said college. 
will of the late Stephen Girard, and with such ordi-| Section 10. And be it further ordained and enacted 
nances as the Select and Common Councils may from’ by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of 
time to time enact in relation thereto. | the said Trustees, as soon as practicable, to prepare 
Section 2, And be it further ordained and enacted by | and submit to Councils for their approbation, the plan 
the authority aforesaid, ‘That the Select and Common | of a system of government and instruction for the said 
Councils shall assemble in joint meeting, on the first | college, having reference to the provisions of the will 
Monday of February in each year, and shall then and | of Stephen Girard, so far as they are express upon this 
there record the names of such citizens of the city of | subject. 
Philadelphia as may by any member or members of ei-| Section 11. And be it further ordained and enacted 
ther of the Councils be proposed as members of such | by the authority aforesaid, That the Trustees of the 
board of trustees, and it shall be the duty of the clerks | Girard College’shall, from time to time, as occasion may 
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require, present to Councils detailed estimates of the 
sums of money required for the performance of the du- 
ties assigned them, in order that all necessary and pro- 
per appropriations may be made; but that such Trus- 
tees shall not enter into any contract or engagement 
whatsoever, unless expressly authorized to make the 
same, or unless a regular appropriation has been made 
for that object. 

Section 12. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That the power of appoint- 
ing and removing all officers, Professors, Tutors, and 
Agents, necessary for the government and instruction 
of the Girard College, and of admitting and dismissing 
scholars, subject to all the provisions of the will of Ste- 
phen Girard relating thereto, shall be vested in the said 
Board of Trustees and in their successors for ever. 

Section 13, And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That ten of the said Trus- 
tees shall be a quorum for the transaction of business, 
who, in the absence of the President, shall appoint a 
President pro tempore. 

Enacted into an Ordinance, January 31st, 1833. 





PRISON DISCIPLINE. 


The annexed circular and queries latcly issued by 
the Philadelphia Society for alleviating the miseries 
of public prisoners,are recommended to the attention of 


zeal and industry of this Society the state is already 
largely indebted for many improvements in our penal 
system, and it is with a view to collect facts, tending to 
point out further defects, and suggest future remedies, 


that these queries are now addressed to gentlemen 
throughout the state. 


those who can furnish the desired information. To the 


Office of the Philadelphia Society for Alleviating the 
Miseries of Public Prisons. 
No, 119, Watnur Street, Purrapeceara, Serrem- 
ben 16, 1835. 





Sir— 

The Philadelphia Society for Alleviating the Miseries | 
of Public Prisons, feel a deep solicitude to obtain ac- | 
curate information in relation to the state of the County | 
Jails throughout this Commonwealth, and have direct- | 
ed the undersigned to request you to aid them in ob- 
taining their object. 

The undersigned, therefore, take the liberty of 
transmitting to you the enclosed questions,and will feel 
particularly obliged if you will give them the desired | 
information, as regards the Jail of your County, at as | 
early a period as will suit your convenience. 

Yours, 
Very respectfully, 
JAMES J. BARCLAY, 
BARTHOLOMEW WISTER, 
Secretaries and Committee of 
Correspondence of the P. P, S. 
QUESTIONS. 

1. When was your County Jail erected? What are 
its dimensions, and the number and size of the rooms? 
Of what materials is it constructed,and what did it cost? 
How many of the rooms are appropriated to the use of 
the prisoners? Is there any dungeon, and if so, is it 
now used, or how long since it has been used? How 
many yards are there, and how often do the prisoners 
take exercise in them? 

2. Are there any solitary cells, and are they so plac- 
ed as that prisoners can hold any communication with 
each other, while so confined? State the number and 
dimensions of the cells, and the mode of warming, ven- 
tilating, and lighting them. What is the longest, and 
what the usual time of confining prisoners in the solita- 
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ry cells? By what authority are prisoners so confined? 
Are they employed while in these cells, and at what 
work? 

3. How is the Prison warmed and ventilated? 

4. What means are used to classify the prisoners? Is 
all communication between the sexes prevented? Are 
the untried prisoners separated from the convicts and 
vagrants? Do the debtors ever associate with the untried 
prisoners or convicts? 

5. How are the convicts fed and clothed? What is 
the ration allowed each convict? What provision is 
made by the County for the support of the untried pri- 
soners and vagrants? Do they receive any provisions 
and clothing from their friends? 

6, Are any ardent spirits allowed to the prisoners? 

7. In case of sickness, how are the prisoners taken 
care of? Is there a physician employed by the County? 

8. What kind of bedding is furnished to the priso- 
ners? 

9. Whatis the average number of prisoners in jail 
during the year? 

10. What has been the annual number of commit- 
ments for the last ten years, and what the offences for 
that period? 

11. What are the annual expenses of your Prison? 

12. What effect has been produced by imprisonment 
in your Jail, on the morals and health of the prisoners? 

13, Is it centemplated to erect a new Jail in your 
County, or to alter the present one? 

14, Is any religious or other instruction given to the 
prisoners, and to what extent? 

15. Are the prisoners employed? 

16. Have there been any escapes from your Jail for 
the last ten years? State the numbef, and means by 
which they have been effected. 

17. What punishments are inflicted on the prisoners 
for misbehaviour? What proportion of prisoners 
has been re-committed to prison after their discharge? 

Any other information you may be pleased to com- 
municate, will be thankfully received. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LUNATIC ASYLUM, 


Sixteenth Annual Report on the state of the asylum for 


the relief of persons deprived of the use of their rea- 
son. 


The Managers of the Asylum submit to the contribu- 
tors the following detailed account of the state of the 
Institution, and of their proceedings since their last re- 
port. 

During the past year 32 patients have been admitted 
into the Asylum; and the number under care at the 
commencement of the year was 46. Twenty-six pa- 
tients have been discharged during the year; ten have 
died; and there remain in the house 42 patients. Of 
those who have been discharged 15 were restored; 3 
much improyed; 3 improved; and 5 without improve- 
ment. Ofthose who remain in the house, 7 are restored; 
5 are much improved; 5 are improved; and of the re- 
maining 25, in whom there is little or no improvement, 
21 are old and apparently incurable cases, Of the ten 


| cases of death which occurred, 2 were of extreme old 


age, and one was that of a patient brought to the Asy- 
lum ina state of extreme exhaustion. 

From the Treasurer’s report, it appears that the ba- 
lance in his hands on the Ist instant, was 389 dollars 6 
cents. The sum which has accrued for the board of 
patients is 6394 dollars 62 cents; the sum of 1433 dol- 
lars has been received in contributions and donations. 
The whole amount expended for all purposes, has been 
10,650 dollars 96 cents, exclusive of 1030 dollars due 
and unpaid. 

The managers have erected a substantial stone wall 
ten feet high, around the patients’ yards, in pursuance 
of the authority granted to them by the contributors. 
The cost of this improvement has been 3262 dollars 30 
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cents, It hasfalso been found necessary to erect addi- 
tional furnaces for warming the wings by heated air, to 
remove the old furnaces, the construction of which ren- 
dered them dangerous, and nearly useless—and to re- 
place them by others differently constructed. The new 
warming apparatus has been found fully to answer its 
intention, and to keep the day rooms, and the chambers 
and passages of the wings and end buildings entirely 
comfortable in the coldest weather of the past season. 

About one thousand dollars has been expended in 
these alterations. 


The managers have been obliged to borrow two thou- 
sand six hundred dollars, to enable them to meet these 
and other expenses; thereby increasing the debt of the 
contributors to 12,100 dollars. 


In our last report, it was stated that Dr. Edward 
Taylor and his wife had given notice to the managers of 
their intention to leave the Asylum, and that John C., 
and Letitia Redmond, had been chosen to succeed them. 
Dr. Taylor resigned his charge to his successor early in 
the third month last, and remained a few days at the 
Asylum, in order to introduce the new Superintendent. 
On the 15th of that month his valuable wife was seized | 
with paralysis in getting out of the carriage. after hav- 
ing attended the meeting at Frankford, and died on the | 
23d of the same month. Her duties as matron of the | 
Asylum had been arduous, and she had fulfilled them in 
a manner highly acceptable to the managers. Her | 
death, at the time when she was preparing to enjoy the | 
leisure of a private home, is an affecting and instructive 
example of the uncertainty of earthly expectationse _ 

The change in the Medical department alluded to in 
our last report, was soon afterwards completed, by the 
appointment of Dr. Thomas S,. Kirkbride, as House 
Physician. The manner in which this part of the In- 
stitution has been conducted, is satisfactory to the mana- 
gers; and we subjoin from the Annual Report of the 
Physicians, the following paragraphs, as containing in- 
teresting and useful information. 


“During the last year, thirty-two patients have been 
received into the Asylum; these, with the forty-six re- 
maining at the last annual report, make seventy-eight 
patients, resident in the Institution during the year end- 
ing 3rd Mo. 9, 1833. In noticing the results of the 
treatment of these patients, our statement will be ren- 
dered more clear, by classifying them according to the 
duration of the disease; a point on which its curability 
mainly depends. 


\ 


‘The first class includes those who have been effect- | 


ed six months or under; the second, those whose disease 
has lasted more than six months, and less than one year; 
the third class comprehends those, whose disorder has 
existed more than one year, and less than five; and the 
fourth class includes affections of more than five years, 
standing. We think it will be obvious from the state- 
ment, that in the treatment of insanity, as in every other 
disease success is correspondent to the promptness with 
which the means of cure are administered: when 
promptly attended to, and the patient placed in a situa- 
tion where he is under a proper sysiem of management, 
a favorable result may generally be anticipated; but if 
this is neglected, and the malady becomes chronic, few 
are more difficult of cure. It is of the greatest import- 
ance, then, that those interested for persons suffering 
under this disease, who are entitled to admission into 


the Asylum, should place them there at as early a pe- 
riod of the attack as practicable, in order that they may | 
reap the full benefit of those advantages, which an in- | 


stitution exclusively devoted to the relief of such cases, 
must necessarily possess over every domestic arrange- 


ment. Of the forty-six patients remaining at the last 
annual report, there were 


1st class. 2d class. 


3d class, 4th class, 








—__-- 


6 1 5 34 —46 


























Of the thirty-two patients received during the pre- 
sent year, there were, 


16 ‘4 10 2 —32 


22 5 





15 36 —78 





Of the first class, 
Under six months, There have been restored, 14 


Much improved, 3 
Improved, 1 
Without improvement, 1 
Died, 

—22 


Of the second class, 
Over 6 months and under 1 year, 
There have been restored, 2 


Much improved, 1 

Improved, 1 

Died, 1 
—5 


Of the third class, 


Over 1 and under 5 years, 


There have been restored, 2 
Much improyed, 3 
Improved, 1 
Without improvement, 5 
Died, 4 
—15 
Of the fourth class, 
Over 5 years, There have been restored, 4 
Much improved, 2 
Improved, 4 
Without improvement, 24 
Died, 2 
—36 
| Total, —78 


‘In this statement are included several cases of re- 
lapse, the subjec's of which have been for a long time 
| liable to periodical attacks of mania; they are here con- 
sidered as ‘‘recent,”’ as they have been promptly re- 
| lieved by treatment. 
| **T wo of the cases of the first class, marked as “much 
| improved,” are convalescent, but sufficient time has not 
| elapsed for their entire restoration. 

‘‘Of the six cases reported last year, as restored and 
remaining in the house, four were subject to periodical 
attacks of mania; three of whom have received medical 
treatment during the present year, rendered necessary 
by the recurrence of their disease. 

‘In concluding this report, we will observe, that 
where a judicious system of medical treatment is stea- 
dily pursued, in such an institution as the Asylum, it 
exerts a strong influence on other departments, which 
would not at first sight be obvious. The main object 
being the welfare and comfort of the patients; all other 
considerations are made to give place to this. A course 
of moral treatment, is almost a necessary consequence 
of a proper sense of the value of medical remedies. 
They in fact are parts of the same system. After what 
are called medical means have been successfully resort- 
ed to, to remove obvious physical disease, moral treat- 
ment will then be found very efficient in restoring and 
strengthening the functions of the diseased organ. And 
we believe it is only by thus uniting them, that full be- 
nefit can be derived from either.” 

ROBERT MORTON, 
CHARLES EVANS, 
Philadelphia, Sd Mo. 9, 1833. 


An unavoidable consequence of this change in the 
_ medical department, has been a considerable increase of 
/expenditure, And although we believe the Asylum,as 
| a Hospital for the insane, has never been in a more sa- 
| tisfactory and encouraging condition, we view the state 
| of its finances with much solicitude. 

The receipts from the Board of Patients are insuffi- 
cient to defray the current expenses; which cannot be 
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materially curtailed, without essentially injuring the ef-| In the hands of the Treasurer, 593 78 
ficiency of the Institution, do. Superintendent, 500 00 
This deficiency, there is ground to fear, will increase: | $2614 25 
and we earnestly solicit the friends of the institution, to Board of Patients, 
make a strenuous effort to obtain subscriptions for the | Chargeable this year, 6355 59 
relief of its funds. mages done by patients, 39 03 
The contributors at their last meeting, appointed a | Ground Rents. 
committee to obtain donations and contributions; and it | Two year’s due Ist mo. Ist, 1833, 88 80 
was agreed, that all the Agents of the Monthly Meetings Louns this year. 
should be members of that Committee. They are there- At five and a half per cent. per annum, 2600 00 
fore earnestly requested to exert themselves on behalf | Contributions, Life Subscriptions. 
of the Asylum. We hope, that an Institution which | Members of Philadelphia Mo. Meet- 
has long been a favorite object with Friends, which has | ing, 100 00 
so well answered the purpose in view, and which is yet | do. Northern District, 275 00 
so heavily burdened, will not be allowed to sink be- do. Southern do. 75 00 
neath a weight of debt; but that by timely exertion | do. Western do. 175 00 
throughout the Yearly Meeting, a sum may be raised, do, Abington do, 25 00 
which shall place the Institution on a safe and prosperous 650 00 
b asis. Donations. 
ce | From Members of Philadelphia Mo. 
Meeting, 135 00 
Patients a tO 1832. 46 do. Northern District, 361 00 
. ’ ee ae do. Southern do. 45 00 
Received since, . a do Western do. 197 00 
. are do. Abington Mo. Meeting, 30 00 
Making ° pea 78 From a friend at Selnnen, » 15 00 
Of whom there have been discharg- 783 00 
ed or died, - 


Leaving at present in the Asylum, 


OF THOSE DISCHARGED, THERE WERE, 


Restored, 15 
Much improved, 3 
Improved, 3 
Died, 10 
As admitted, 5 
—36 


OF THOSE AT PRESENT IN THE HOUSE, THERE ARE, 


Restored, 7 
Much improved, 5 
Improved, 5 
Stationary, 25 
—42 


The Account of the Contributors tothe Asylum &ec from | 
Sd month 1, 1832, to 3d month 1st, 1833, inclusive. | 


EXPENDITURES, 
Asylum Buildings and Yards, Q 
d, 


Order for 410 dollars unpai 
Salaries and Wages, 
Farm and Family Expenses, 
Medical department— 
Physician’s Salary, 
Supplies, 


$200 00 
154 05 





Furniture, 
Incidental Expenses, 2 
Order for $10 unpaid, 
Interest, 
100 dollars unpaid, 
Balance, viz: 
Due from sureties of patients, 
In hands of the Treasurer, 
do, Superintendent, 


1590 65 
389 06 
500 00 





$13,130 67 | 


Average number of patients in the Asylum, since last 


report, 45 2-3 as per monthly enumeration. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance last year. 
Due from sureties of patients, $1520 47 








$13,130 67 


wo 








Amount of debt on which interest is payable is 12,100 
dollars. 


Extract from the ‘* Rules for the Management of the 
Asylum.” 


OF THE ADMISSION OF PATIENTS, 


When application for the admission of a patient is 
made, a certificate, obtained, when practicable, from a 
| physician in the neighborhood, ought to be submitted 
to the visiting managers, giving a statement of the 
cause according to the form, and in reply to the queries 
| subjoined. 
I do hereby certify, from my own knowledge that 
of aged years, is in a state 
of insanity, and proper to be received into a house pro- 
vided for the relief of persons of that description. 
I further certify, that the answers annexed to the fol- 
| lowing queries are correct, as farasI can judge. 
1, How long has the patient been afflicted with in- 
sanity? 
Answer. 
2. What medical, or other means have been used? 











$4082 17 | 
1965 18 


3. Has the patient shown any disposition to injure 





S563 96 Answer. 
| him or herself or any other person? 
Answer. 
354 05 | 4. Doesany other complaint exist? 
119 25 Answer, 
94 10 5. What other circumstances have occurred tending 
| to throw light on the subject? 
Answer, 
on 1833. M, D. 
| Previous to the admission of such patient, an exami- 
nation shall be made of the case, by the attending or 
one of the consulting physicians, and his certificate ob- 
2479 71 tained that such person ‘* has been examined by him, is 





found to be deprived of the use of his or her reason, and 
may with propriety be admitted as a patient into the 
Asylum:” and the following bond shall be signed by 
_ two persons, as sureties, (one of whom must reside in or 
near Philadelphia,) for the regular payment of such 
board as may be agreed upon by the visiting managers. 
Application is hereby made for the admission of 

as a patient into the Asylum 

for the relief of persons deprived of the use of their 
reason; upon whose admission, we severally engage to 


1833. 


] 











provide a sufficiency of suitable clothing for use 
whilst there; to pay to Superintendent of 
said Institution, or to his assigns or successors in office | 
dollars cents, per week, for board; | 
(not less than four weeks board to be paid for, notwith- 
standing may not remain so long in the Asylum;) 
to make compensation for all damages done by o | 
the glass, bedding, or furniture, and to cause to be 
removed when discharged; andin the event of death 








whilst there, to pay the expenses of burial. 
Witness our handsand seal,this dayof A.D. 18 
Witness, 3} 
(L.S 


If persons becoming sureties shall so prefer, the visit- 
ing managers may except in lieu of compensation for | 
damages done by patients to the glass, bedding, or fur- 
niture, a small additional charge to the board agreed 
upon. 





In case persons at a distance are desirous of having | Enoch Roberts, 


any information respecting the admission of a patient, 
their letters may be addressed to any of the managers, 
or to the Superintendent. 


OF VISITERS TO THE ASYLUM. 


When near relations or particular friends of patients 
desire to be admitted to see their connexions, applica- 
tion must be made to the Superintendent; or, in his ab- 
sence, to the attending physician, who may allow such 
visits when circumstances will admit. 

As the general admission of visiters would be impro- 
per and injurious to the patient; no persons, except as 
above, shall be admitted to the apartments occupied by 
patients, unless introduced by a manager; but, on ap- 
plication to the Superintendent, they may be shown 
such parts of the building and appendages as are not 
so occupied. 


ANNUITIES. 


A mode of obtaining contributions by annuities, not 
much known among us, but familiar to Friends in Eng- 
land, has been agreed on by the Contributors. On pay- 
ing any sum of money to the Treasurer, for the use of 
the Institution, interest of six per cent. thereon, is an- 
nually to be paid to the annuitant; at whose decease, 
the interest money ceases,and the principal remains the 
property of the Asylum. This mode will probably be 
convenient to many who are desirous of promoting the 
designs of the Institution, and yet do not prefer making 
any considerable donation during their life time, 





From the daily papers. 
THE GENERAL ELECTION. 


CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
[Official Returns. | 
AssEMBLY. 
National Republicans and 


Indefiendent Democrats. 
Abraham Miller, 4602 


Democrats, 
Joseph H. Newbold, 4335 





Joseph T. Mather, 4555 Thomas S. Smith, 4278 
Wm. H. Keating, 4539 Col. S. B. Davis, 4272 
John Wiegand, 4508 Charles J.Ingersoll, 4263 | 
Davis B. Stacey, 4505 Wm. J. Leiper, 4252 
Chau’y P. Holcomb, 4482 William Stewart, 4249 
Wm. White, Jr. 4463 Henry Simpson, 4213) 


The average Majority of the Assembly ticket is 256. | 


| 
Serect Councit. 


Joshua Lippincott, [on both tickets, ] 8699. 
Richard Price, 4528 Wm, E. Lehman, 
Wm. M. Meredith, 4501 John Moss, 
WashingtonJackson,4483 Henry G, Freeman, 4258 


a average Majority of the Select Council ticket is 


4324 


ELECTION RETURNS. 


4343 | Bristol, 
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Common COUNCIL. 


Thomas Lancaster, 4530 Isaac Wainwright, 4369 
Henry Troth, 4528 Evan Rogers, 4367 
William Montelius, 4526 Lewis Ryan, 4359 
James Hutchinson, 4511 George W. Tryon, 4349 
John S. Warner, 4509 James Andrews, 4332 
Charles H. White, 4507 James Fearon, 4331 
Robert Toland, 4500 William Geisse, 4322 
Peter Wright, 4496 Lewis Taylor, 4320 
John Gilder, 4490 John Bell, 4318 
Thomas Firth, 4481 Silas W. Sexton, 4315 
Dr. R. M. Huston, 4479 John Troubat, 4312 
Dr. George S. Schott, 4470 John Horn, 4310 
John Darragh, 4465 William Camm, 4301 
Robert M’Mullin, 4463 John M. Hood, 4300 
Benjamin H.Yarnall,4454 Michael Baker, 4290 
Joseph B. Smith, 4452 John Crean, Jr. 4285 
John Byerly, 4450 S.J.Henderson, 4285 

4450 Joseph Winters, 4269 
William Kirk, 4446 Peter Fritz, 4250 
Joseph R.Chandler, 4438 John T. Sullivan, 4234 


The average Majority of the Common Council ticket 
is 126, 


CITY AND COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


County COMMISSIONER. 


City County. Total. 
William Ruff, 4256 6828 10084 
Jacob Gardner, 4471 4898 9369 
Avupiror, 
City. County. Total. 
| Joseph Moore, 4187 6538 10725 
Wm. J. Bedlock, 4500 4681 9181 
COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
SENATE. 
George N. Baker, 6717 James Hanna, 4892 
Joshua Johnson, 135 
ASSEMBLY, 
Benjamin Matthias, 4946 Francis J. Harper, 6682 
John Thompson, p. 4943 Thomas J. Heston, 6674 
J. H. Gibbon, 4855 Lemuel Paynter, 6668 
Wm. Fitler, 4842 W. H. Stokes, 6637 
John Wister, jr. 4836 John Rheiner, Jr. 6628 
T. M. Hubbell, 4836 Peter Rambo, 6596 
Joseph Trasel, 4819 Thomas Guirey, 6576 
Joseph Plankinton, 4706 JamesGoodman, 6532 
Isaac Bedford, 204 Edward Vansant, 203 
Levis Passmore, 57 Thomas Earle, 151 
Jonathan Thomas, 57 Cornelias Dungan, 148 
Samuel M. Lynn, 54 John Rambo, 147 
John Redinger, 51 William Lancaster, 144 
Charles Springer, 143 
James Gregory, 142 
FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 
ConeREss. 
Sutherland, Sergeant, Martin, Total. 
Southwark, 1203 908 49 2160 
Moyamensing, 520 182 6 708 
Passyunk, 111 74 185 
Blockley, 152 175 327 
Kingsessing, 84 52 2 138 
Penn Township, 156 74 230 
| Germantown, 395 354 749 
| Roxborough, 137 204 1 342 
77 116 193 
2835 2139 58 5032 





Majority for Dr. Sutherland, 696. 








NORTHERN LIBERTIES. 
CoMMISSIONERS. 





P. A. Keyser 1505 Thomas Goldsmith, 1930 
C. W. Bacon. 1435 William Hall, 1768 
Michael Andress, 1463 Edward Wartman, 1807 
Enoch Middleton, 1482 Charles Pray, 1793 
Daniel Clark, 1451 George Ireland, 1892 
Daniel Jeffries, 1454 F, Stelwaggon, 1859 
Joseph Loughead, 1435 George Thorn, 1849 
Thomas Weaver, 1522 G. Townsend, 1801 
Henry Bellerjeau, 1431 John Maguire, 1807 


The information respecting the County Election was 
derived from the American Sentinel. 


SPRING GARDEN, 
Commissronens— Official, 


oe oo oe 
Pep pe 
- ~~ e 

Democrats. ¥ ‘ap es a 

— GN c4 = 
Daniel Smith 625 3879 213 875 1592 
Joseph O. Pollard 324 236 129 190 879 
Wm. B. Hunt 324 237 129 190 880 
John Tierny 311 233 129 184 857 
Joseph Johns 321 236 129 195 881 

Independent Dem. 

William Warner 313 129 84 192 718 
Wm, Ritter 365 124 83 186 698 
John W. Wynkoop 303 124 84 185 696 


Joseph Wes} 303 120 84 184 691 


Canat Totis.—The tolls received at the collector’s 
office in this place during the present year were as fol- 
lows:— 


Ist quarter $ 952 00 
2d do 5229 89 
3d ‘do 4000 00 


$10191 89 

During the same period last year the whole amount of 
tolls received was $3,687 97 making a difference in 
favor of the present year of $6,503 92,.— Blairsville 
Rec. 

Canat Transrontation.—A lot of goods was re- 
ceived at this place, last week, by the ‘‘Boatman’s 
Line,” in only eight days from Philadelphia. This is 
the quickest passage that has been made even by canal 
boats. Formerly goods could not be delivered here 
from the city, by wagons, in less than eighteen or twenty 
days. Here then is one of the advantages of our im- 
provement system; but there is another; goods are not 
only brought quicker, but cheaper. The cost of car- 
riage by wagons from $2 50 to $3 25 per hundred; now 
by the canal boats it is only $1 25 per hundred. This 
is an advantage which will be felt, more or less, by every 
individual in the community; for as the first cost of 
store goods becomes reduced, competition will natural- 
ly cheapen their price to the consumer. Other advan- 
tages could be enumerated, but these are sufficient to 
show how blindly the opposers of the canal system are 
acting. They are labouring to injure their own inter- 
est as well as that of the public generally.— J). 








Uservt Invention.—During the past week, we 
visited in company with several gentlemen of Harrisburg, 
the coach factory of Mr. Ebenezer Miltimore, for the 
purpose of seeing an operation of a new apparatus in- 
vented by him for locking the wheels of a coach, with- 
out stopping the stage or leaving the driver’s seat. It 
was pronounced by all present a highly valuable im- 
provement. and such a one as has long been wanted. It 
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is so constructed, that the driver, by the mere pulling 
of a small lever, can lock the wheels of the carriage, on 
descending a hill, or if the horses attempt to run away. 
To the end of this lever can be fastened a string reach- 
ing the inside of the stage, which can be pulled by inside 
passengers, and the wheels will be locked instantly, in 
case the driver should be thrown from his seat. The 
apparatus is simple in construction, costing less than 
$15, and is not liable to get out of order. 

The largest stage load can be managed by two horses 
in descending the steepest hill with ease; the resistance 
of the lock being in exact proportion to the pressure of 
the load. We feel confident, that the enterprising in- 
ventor, has not only conferred upon the public, a bene- 
fit, but that the right will be valuable. Messrs. Colder 
and Wilson are procuring these locks to be put on all 
their stages, and it cannot be long before they will be 
on all the thousands of stages, that run in every section 
of this extensive country. Security is of great impor- 
tance in travelling in stages. He, therefore, that in- 
vents any thing, to facilitate intercourse among men, 
and afford security to that intercourse, is a public bene- 
factor.— Pennsylvania Intelligencer. 





Stream on THE Canat.—We understand the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Canal Company, have made sun- 
dry experiments with steam on their canal, which have 
proved highly satisfactory. The Boat made use of is 
884 feet long on deck, 10 feet beam, and draws twelve 
inches of water besides a very small keel. Her paddle 
wheels are on the sides of the boat, they are 4 feet on 
the fan, and 8 feet 2 inches in diameter, the paddles are 
8 inches deep. The boiler is 6 feet long by 3 feet in 
diameter, it is round and filled with tubes, the cylinder 
is 84 inches in diameter, with a stroke of piston of 24 
feet. When running ata speed of 8 miles an hour she 
consumes 314 pounds of pine wood in one hour, and 
at this speed the wash on the canal banks is only about 
one-third of that made by the passenger barges when 
running at the same speed. 

From several experiments made with this boat, we 
learn that she answers remarkably well for towing ves- 
sels loaded with merchandize or produce and it is pro- 
bable that after this season, steam power will entirely 
supercede the use of horses on this canal—JU. S. Gaz. 
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In the present number will be found an interesting 
discourse delivered by Mr. Duponceau in 1821, before 
the American Philosophical Society on the early settle- 
ment of this state. Since its delivery, a history of the 
state has been published by Thomas F. Gordon, Esq. 
and also a Gazetteer of the state by the same author, 
and several of the documents referred to, will be found 
in our preceding volumes. 





On Tuesday last the general election took place in 
this city. ‘The result as far as ascertained will be found 
in this number taken from the daily papers, which we 
presume is sufficiently accurate for general purposes. 
The polls were opened at 8 o’clock, which is earlier 
than usual, ‘There was a considerable excitement, and 
the windows were very early crowded. With the ex- 
ception of some disturbances, at the window for North 
Mulberry Ward at which the interference of the police 
became several times necessary, the election was con- 
ducted in a peaceable manner. 


pe 484 


